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men, it was alleged, would be created, who would swamp
the elections with their votes, and who would invade Eng-
lishmen's homes to see that the duty had been paid, reducing
British subjects to a condition of slavery. The citizens of
London prayed to be heard against the Bill, and sent a
petition escorted by coaches that stretched from West-
minster to Temple Bar. The soldiers were on the point of
mutiny because they thought that the price of their tobacco
would be raised. The whole country took up the cry of
" No slavery, no excise ", and numbers of people marched
about with badges on their hats bearing this and similar
inscriptions. In the House of Commons the Opposition
attacked the Bill with great fury, and Walpole's majority
sank to seventeen. When this occurred, Walpole felt he
must yield. " This dance ", he said, " will no further go ";
and, to the great popular delight, the Bill was abandoned,1

Three years after the withdrawal of the Excise Bill, Wai-
pole's Government became very unpopular in Scotland.
As a result of the Union of 1707, the customs duties in that
country had been increased so as to tally with those in
England, and consequently many Scots thought themselves
justified in eluding them. Smuggling was therefore regarded
with an indulgent eye in Scotland, and was so general as
to be almost one of its minor industries. In 1736 two notori-
ous smugglers, who had robbed a custom-house officer, were
convicted and ordered to be executed in Edinburgh. One
of them made himself a popular hero by chivalrously aiding
the escape of the other,2 and there was consequently a huge
and sympathetic crowd at his execution. The execution

1 Even Samuel Johnson, some twenty years after, so far forgot the impartiality
of a lexicographer as thus to define the word " excise " in his Dictionary:   " a
hateful tax levied upon commodities, and adjudged not by common judges of
property, but by wretches hired by those to whom excise is paid **.

2 The two prisoners had planned to escape from prison by enlarging the
window in their cell.   One of them, however, stuck in the aperture, and not
only was unable to get out himself, but prevented the egress of the other.   But,
on the following Sunday, he attacked the guard at the close of divine service,
and endeavoured to escape.   He failed, but prolonged his struggles to distract
the attention of the guards, thus enabling his fellow-prisoner to get away.